
2:30  Registration and networking

2:55  Program opening with Tom Meyer, John Dallas, and Greg Lafin

3:00  Keynote – State of Manufacturing Today with Mark Denzler, President IMA

4:00  Manufacturing Thought Leaders Discussion – read about panelists below

5:00  Manufacturing Wins with Shawn Hunter, President and CEO, Chicago Dogs

5:30 Indoor/Outdoor networking, buffet, bar, raffle and first pitch

7:00  Chicago Dogs v. Cleburne Railroaders Game

Impact Field | Rivers Stadium Club | 9800 Balmoral Ave | Rosemont IL

SPONSORS

WWW.MBBI.ORG

RECONNECT AND EXPLORE CRITICAL ISSUES IN MANUFACTURING

 August 24, 2022
REGISTER NOW

Join us for an important keynote from Mark Denzler, president of 
the Illinois Manufacturers’ Association, a panel discussion featuring 
innovators in manufacturing, and insights on making an impact from 
Chicago Dogs owner Shawn Hunter.

REGISTER NOW at MBBI.org
This day is designed for you as an Owner, CEO, President, COO, CFO, CIO 
or GM. Bring the entire C-Suite with a discounted Six-Pack! 

Join these sponsors!

info@mbbi.org

REGULAR 
$149 PER PERSON

SIX-PACK REGULAR 
$800 FOR SIX

https://www.mbbi.org/
https://centrustbank.com/
https://mbbi.org/
https://www.wipfli.com/
https://insider94.com/
https://www.wcfadvisors.com/
https://fundamentalincome.com/
http://gladiatorcapitalgroup.net/
https://preciselapping.com/
https://www.pavementsystems.com/
https://grindlap.com/
https://www.paycor.com/


Mark Denzler,  President & CEO of the Illinois Manufacturer’s Association  and Secretary/Treasurer of the IMA Education Foundation 
mdenzler@ima-net.org  | 217.718.3726

Founded in 1893, the IMA is the oldest and one of the largest state manufacturing trade associations in the United States. Mark is the leading 
advocate for the state’s manufacturing companies and the 580,000 women and men who make things in Illinois. He is an effective and 
bipartisan advocate with a strong record of success.  

Prior to his appointment as IMA president & CEO, Mark served as the Vice President & COO of the organization where he oversaw government 
affairs, membership, and human resources. Mark’s previous experience including leading government affairs efforts in Illinois for State Farm 
Insurance, a Fortune 50 company headquartered in Bloomington.

For more than six years, Mark worked as a legislative analyst for the House Republican Leader including serving as a caucus liaison to Governor 
Edgar’s Ikenberry Commission on education funding. In addition, Mark managed several campaigns across Illinois and also spent a brief time 
on the Washington D.C. staff of Congressman Tom Ewing. He’s been appointed to the Illinois Workers’ Compensation Advisory Board by three 
Governors, is also an appointee to the Illinois Department of Employment Security Advisory Board and was an initial appointee to Secretary of 
State Jesse White’s Ethics Board.  

Mark is very active in the community serving on a number of boards including the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Illinois, Midwest 
affiliate of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and Lincoln Public Library Board & Foundation. He was an inaugural member of the Crain’s 
Chicago Business Leadership Class and was named an Edgar Fellow at the University of Illinois in 2016. In 2018, Mark was inducted into the Gove 
Hall of Fame at the University of Illinois-Springfield. The Illinois Wesleyan University alum lives in Springfield with his wife Debbi. 

Shawn Hunter, Chicago Dogs Owner 

In 2018, Shawn Hunter founded the Chicago Dogs, members of the American Association of Independent Professional Baseball who play at the 
state-of-the-art Impact Field located in Rosemont, Ill. Prior to the Dogs, Hunter ran AEG Sports & touched nearly everything the global company 
did, including running the Los Angeles Kings. He spent two years commuting to London while opening O2 Arena. He presided over six MLS 
teams. During his long career in sports management, he presided over the Denver Nuggets, Minnesota Timberwolves, and spent seven years as 
president of the Phoenix Coyotes & in 1995 when the Quebec Nordiques moved to Denver, Hunter was in charge with building them into the 
NHL franchise now known as the Colorado Avalanche. He introduced sports sponsorships to the University of Minnesota and has even run two 
of America’s top cycling events.  
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Jeffrey Taylor, President  
Crafts Technology, A Hyperion Materials & Technology Company | jtaylor@craftstech.net | 312.312.7908 | www.Craftstech.net

Jeffrey Taylor is the President of Crafts Technology, which is part of the Precision Solutions group of the Hyperion Materials & Technology 
(HMT) company.  While HMT is a leader in advanced materials with decades of experience developing and manufacturing tungsten carbide 
powder, cemented carbide, industrial diamond, and cubic boron nitride, Crafts Technology and the Precision Solutions group specializes in the 
conversion of the powdered metallurgy products into finished high precision and high-performance engineered tooling and wear solutions. 

Jeff’s 36-year professional career includes having worked in a variety of roles, including toolmaker and then manufacturing manager at New 
England Carbide, sales and sales management at A.W. Chesterton, and then ultimately as President of Crafts Technology, one of the world’s 
oldest continuously operated companies of its’ kind in the world.  Each of these respective companies all specialize in the design and production 
of engineered wear solutions, cutting tools, and/or fluid handling & control products where powdered metallurgy, in the form of tungsten 
carbide, advanced ceramics or diamond matrices, is a core competency. 

Jeffrey’s education includes an AS in Manufacturing Engineering Technology as well as a Bachelor of Manufacturing Management obtained 
from the University of Minnesota. 

Outside of work, Jeffrey is the father of two daughters, 16 and 21 years old.  The oldest of which is enrolled in an Advanced Manufacturing 
Degree/Apprenticeship program at Harper College. His hobbies include traveling, skiing, rollerblading, mountain biking, running and he is a 
PADI certified Rescue Diver.

Amy Malina Dawson, Co-Owner  
Dovee Manufacturing | amalina@dovee.com | 847.695.2492 | www.dovee.com

I joined Dovee in 1993 and began working as a general office assistant to my grandmother.  During my tenure at Dovee I’ve done everything 
from running a punch press to processing payroll to packaging parts.  I’ve helped Dovee achieve ISO 9001 certification, implement shop floor 
data collection, and institute a 401K plan for our employees.  As a third generation manufacturer we wear many hats depending on the day but 
my primary focus now is HR driven with an emphasis in finance.

When I’m not at work or waking up in the middle of the night thinking about it you can find me at home with my husband Rich and our dog 
Rosie.  Typically with a glass of wine and something spinning on the record player.



John Burch, CEO 
Bison Gear & Engineering | JBurch@bisongear.com | 630.443.5832 | www.bisongear.com

John Burch is an Illinois native having grown up in Hoffman Estates.  He graduated from the University of Illinois in 1989 with a BS Degree 
in General Engineering.  He went on to later earn his MBA from Kent State University.  John has spent his entire 30+ year career in the 
manufacturing industry.  After graduating from the University of Illinois, John worked for The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company for 16 years 
gaining valuable experience across several different disciplines within the manufacturing sector including operations, engineering, marketing, 
sales and general management.  While with Goodyear he was tapped to lead the company’s European Air Spring business for six years, then 
built a team that successfully turned around the company’s struggling Industrial Power Transmission business when he returned to the States 
in 2000.  After working in different facilities in Nebraska, Ohio and three countries in Europe, John returned to Illinois in 2002.  He joined Bison 
Gear & Engineering Corporation located in St Charles, Illinois in 2008 where he served in various roles, including General Product Manager, Vice 
President of Product Management & Strategic Marketing and Executive Vice President of Go To Market, before being named Chief Executive 
Officer in 2017.  In addition to his role at Bison, John currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Valley Industrial Association as Past 
Chairperson.  John and his wife Kelly live in St Charles, IL and are parents to five children.

G.R. Kearney, President 
Acme Finishing | gr@acmefinishing.com | 847.621.2737 | www.acmefinishing.com

G.R. Kearney is a partner at Stacker Holdings, where he invests in and manages lower middle market private companies. He has experience 
sourcing and underwriting investments, raising debt and equity capital, and supporting investments. G.R. also currently serves as the president 
of Acme Finishing, a Stacker portfolio company.  During Stacker’s ownership at Acme, Sales have more than doubled and profits have by over 
200%.  G.R. is experienced with the Entrepreneurial Operating System and has seen firsthand how increasing employee engagement and 
strengthening the culture of lower middle market businesses delivers financial results. G.R. lives in the suburbs of Chicago with his wife and four 
children. After college he helped found a volunteer teaching program at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School, where he worked as a teacher, coach, and 
bus driver.  He is the author of More than a Dream: How One School’s Vision is Changing the World.  He completed his M.B.A. at the University of 
Chicago’s Booth School of Business and undergraduate studies at Georgetown.

Jaili Fajardo, CPA, MBA, MST, Partner

Wipfli | jfajardo@wipfli.com | 847.509.7313 | www.wipfli.com

Currently serves as the Lower Great Lakes’ Manufacturing, Retail and Distribution Community of Practice Leader.  In that role, she overseas 
providing audit, tax and consulting services to businesses and individuals.  Jaili’s role is primarily focused on growth, increasing Wipfli’s 
awareness and value to clients and prospects.  She takes pride in serving clients not just with compliance issues they face but more so in 
assessing, improving, and scaling business performance to support growth and efficiency.   


